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TIT. iii. 1. 
Put them in mind to be ſub- 
ject to Frincipalities and 
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Power $.==— 
P it be true, what Gro- Ame. is 4 
is affirms, that the Cre- ; 
ta were Always a Se- 4 
dicious People; then the e 
Direction, which the A- 5 
— le ooſtle here ſends to Ti- i 
t their Biſhop, may ſeem to have ir 
been particularly adapted to the Per- i 
{2ns, for whoſe Uſe ie was intended. 1 
S. Faul indeed, in the Firſt Chapter of 9 
tais Epiſtle, taxes ſeme amongſt Them 1. , 


with Vnrulineſs and Loguacity; but that 
was in Matters of Doctrine; and T hay 
too, he expretly ſaith, were chicly of 

A the 


12. 


21 

the. Circumciſion; who, in This Caſe of 
Oppoſing the Goſpel, behaved them- 
{elves no otherwiſe, than as their Bre- 
thren of the ſame Religion are known to 
have done every where elſe; and ſo That 
Charge affected them rather as Jews, 
than as Cretians: And the Character he 
afterwards gives of this People in gene- 
ral, in a Verſe cited out of Epi- 
menides their Country-man, tho' it de- 
clares them to be very Looſe and Sen- 
ſual in their Manners, yet ſaith nothing 
at all of their being Seditious, or Diſo- 
bedient to Magiſtrates; though That Crime 
may eaſily be imagined to keep company 
with their other Enormities. 

However, be that as it will, the A- 
poſtle ſeems Here, as in Other of his E- 
piſtles, to deliver this Precept in the 
Text with a General View, and as One 
of the Great Rules of Chriſtian Practice, 
to be taught together with the Doclrines 
of Chriſtianity, and to be obſerved by 
All that profeſs the Faith of Chriſt, and 
ſubmit themſelves to his Laws and Go- 
vernment; as One of thoſe Obligations, 
which that Grace of GOD that bringeth 
Salvation, and hath appeared unto All 
\ ; | Men, 


91 
Men, hath laid upon All. The Grace ei, u. v 
of GOD, ſaith be, that bringeth Salva: N 


tion, hath appeared to all Men; teac hin 

us, that denying Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luſts, we ſbould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent World.---- Theſe 
Things ſpeak, and exhort, and rebuke with 
all Authority. Let no Man deſpiſe thee. 
PUT THEM IN MIND IO BE 


SUBFECT TO PRINCIPALITIES 


AND POWERS, to obey Maziſtrates, 
to be ready to every good Work. 

Here we find the Precept of being Sub- 
jet 10 Principalities and Powers joined and 
mingled with thoſe other General and 
Common Duties, from which no 
Chriſtian can ever pretend himſelf to 
be exempt; unleſs he can fancy, that 
Chriſtianity was introduced into the 
World, to baniſh Morality out of it. 
He therefore, that will conduct his 
Life and Practice by the. Apoſtle's 
Rules, as they lie together in theſe 
Pallages, muſt eſteem Ihis Precept of Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates to be as much 
a Goſpel Precept, as Thoſe which en- 
join Sobriety, Righteonſneſs, Godlineſs, or 
Any Good Work. | 

And 
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[4] 
And indeed, for the Scaſonableneſ; 
or Neceflity of St. Paul's giving this 
Admonition, there 1s no need to ſearch 
into the Diſpoſitions and Manners of 


that · Particular People, for whoſe im. cul 
mediate Benefit he here writes; but Bu 
rather into the Common Nature, In- put 
clinations, and Practiſes of All Man- Gu 
kind. Government and Subjection are met 
Things they Al naturally diſlike; For 
Laws are as ſo many Fetters and mal 
Shackles to their Wills and Affections, ' 


which they rather imagine ſhould be and 
always Free and unreſtrained : And bliſſ 


the Carnal Principle within them, which flag 
tempts them ro renounce their Obedience be c 
even to GOD himſelf, eaſily diſpoſes Wiel 
them to reject, as far as they are able, or 7 


every Degree of Human Authority. 

Nor hath Chrift;anity itſelf, (I mean 
the outward Profe ſſion of it) proved 
an Effectual Remedy for this Diſor- 
der. The Corruption of Human Nature 
hath all along prevailed againſt the 
Rules of the Goſpel, in This as well as 
in every other Inſtance of our Duty ; 
and the .Precept of the Text hath been 
as frequently and boldly violated in 
Chriſtias 


[ 5) 


Chriftian Countries, as in any of thoſe, 
that never Anew our Saviour CHRIST, 7 iar. 
nor ever called upon his Name, 

It is an unpleaſing Task, to ac- 1128.1, 
euſe, or to reproach, one*s own Nation: 
But the Solemnity of This Day of Courſe 
puts us in mind of our Guile, And 
Cuilt it is, that ought ever to be Re- 
membred by us; unleſs our wilful 
Forgetting it could either recall and un- 
make the Fact, or Expiate the Offence. 

The Murder of an Excellent Prince, 
and the Overturning of the Beſt Eſta- 
| bliſnment upon Earth, are Crimes too 
| flagrant to be haſtily Forgot: We muſt 
be contented to beat the Burden of Such 
| Wiekedneſs longer than for a Generation 
or Two: Yea rather, As the true pri- 
vate Penitent ceafes not from bewail- 
ing his particular Faults, till the End 
ot his Days; fo ſhould the National 
Repentance of 4 Land, that bath com- 
mitted THIS HORRIBLE THING, go J.. 30. 
on from Age to Age, and never deter- 
nine, but with the People it ſelf. 

We have been now Humbling our 
{elves in the Preſence of GOD for the 
abomingble Sin committed as upon this 

Day. 
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Day: We have implored his Divine 


Mercy and Forgiveneſs, for our ſelves, 
and our Poſterity: We have expreſſed, 
in the Offices of the Church, our juſt 
Deteſtation and Abhorrence of the Bar- 
barity and Impiety of that prodigious 
Murder, which brought along with it 
the Ruine of our Country, in each of 
the Branches of its admired, envied 
Conſtitution, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. And 
I conceive, the next great End of our 
Aſſembling together is, to learn Caution for 
the future; to be inſtructed, according to 
the Goſpel, in our Duty to the Principali- 
ties and Powers which are over us; at 
leaſt to be put in mind of it, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks; to be admonithed of its 
Neceſſity and Importance towards our 
VVeltare, Temporal and Eternal, and to 
be exhorted to the Practice of it. 

I ſhall endeavour therefore, Hrſt, to 
lay before you the plain Meaning of the 
Precept contained inthe Text; and then, 
to exhort you to a Conſcientious Per 
formance of the Duty enjoined. 

I. With regard to the Meaning of 
the Apoſtle's Precept, Two Things will 
be neceſſary* 18, to ſhew, Who they 
3 ale 


OY , 6 = = 
ene, whom he terms Principalities and 
Powers; and 2dly, What is ro be 

, MW underſtood by being Snbjc& to Them. 

1. By Prancipalities and Powers, St. 
Faul means Perſons in any kind of Ci- 

, vil Authority; whether Sovereign Princes, 
tor other Inferior and Subordinate Ma- 

i giſtrates: Such as he himſelf elſewhere 

d calls Rr; and again, Kings, u 16 
d :nd Al that are in Authority and St. 1 
' Peter ſomewhat more diſtinctly, the 2. 
King as Supreme, and Governours that * 
are ſent. or commiſſioned, by Him. But it 

is chiefly the Supreme Magiſtrate in 

every particular Nation, by what Name 

e ſocver he is ſtyled, that the Apoſtle's Pre- 


cept regards; ſince, whatever Subjection 


ur can be due to any Inferior and Subor- 
to dinate Power, it muſt be primarily 
1 owing to the Supreme, and paid for Hrs 


fake, and with reſpect to the Authori- 
ty which is firſt in Him, and then af- 
terwards derived from him to others. 
2. I proceed therefore ro ſhew, what 

i to be underſtood by being Subject to 
F Principalities and Powers; or what that 
m %*j:Gjon is, which is due to the Ac- 
9 knowledged 


knowledged "Rs Magiſtrate in every I are 
Nation. Th 

Strictly 2 to be Subject, is ra. 440 
ther a Condition of Life, than a Duty, to 
rather the Allotment of the wiſe Provi. to 
dence of God, than a Matter of Human 
Liberty and Choice. For GOD having W 't i 
diſpoſed Mankind here on Earth 15 tho 
ſuch a manner, as to conſtitute ſeveral MW wh 
Orders, as well as Relations, amongſt Stat 
them; and having placed ſome in ; Pon 
' High, and others in a Lower Rank; W and 
He hath conſequently made SubjeSion to ff of 
be the unavoidable State of the fa MW bis 
greater Part of the World. 
What we are therefore to enquire 
into as a Matter of Obligation and Dui, 
is, what doth reaſonably appear to be 
the Reſult of that State of Subjection 
and what GGD himſelf hath exprelsl 
enjoyned and annexcd to it: Or in other 
Words, what Kind of Behaviour, boti 
Right Reaſon and the Holy Scriptures 
do Oblige the Inferior Part - Mankind 
to yield to thoſe, that have a Juſt Au 
thority over them, 

And Fürſt, as a Leading and Uefa 


Principle to all that ſhall follow, the) 
arc 


[9 ] 
are to have a true Inward Senſe of 
That Subjection it felt; They are to 
acknowledge it in their own Minds, and 
to bring their Iuclinations and Aﬀeions 
to a willing Acquieſcence in it. 

This ſeems to be Neceſſary, both as 
it is a Principle and Foundation for All 
thole ſubſequent Acts and Duties, 
which will regularly flow from the 
State of Subjection, towards the Higher 
Powers; and alſo as it tends to curb 
and reſtrain the Pride and Hanghtineſs 
of Man*s Heart; That Quality of 
his Corrupt Nature, which directly 
thwarts the Duties we are enquiring 
after; prompting him rather to Diſobey 
and Diſdain every Superior, than fub- 
mit to be Governed by Any. The 
Proud man dealeth in Wraih, as Solomon 


(peaks; and He that is of 4 Proud nn 
ſtirreth up ftriſe Yea, and Only by Pride vro. xiii. 
cometh Contention. And in fact, All thoſe '? 


Publick Confuſions, which make ſo 
black a figure in the Hiſtories of All 
Nations, are nothing elſe but the Fruits 
of this pernicious Root: Rebellion, and 
Civil War, and Subverting of Legal 
Eſtabliſn nents, and Murdering of So- 

B vereign 
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3 


[ 10 ] 

vereign Princes; however ſometimes 
varnithed over with pretences of Rea- 
ſon, Juſtice, Common Utility, and even 
Religion itſelf; are in truth no other 
than the Natural Effects of I his Im- 
petuous Paſſion, which when left to it 
ſelf is incapable of working any thing 
but Miſchief to Mankind, and is ſuf- 
ficient to produce the worſt 

But How Contrary is ſuch an Exil 
ſpirit as This, to the True Temper 
and Spirit of the Goſpel; and to the 

Example, as well as Precepts, of Our 
Bleſſed Saviour and His Apoſtles ? 

Our Saviour made Flis Appearance 
on Earth, not only in the Quality of 
a Sub j ct to the Then Ruling Pon ert 
of the world; but even of a Servant 

Matt.xx. to much Meaner Perſons. The Son of 
a Man came not to be Miniſtred unio, but 
to Miniſter: And He recommended the 
ſame Lowly Di; ofition to His Dil- 


ciples. For, As in the Cafe of Subjection 


do the Civil Authority, He at one Time 
_ directed St. Peter to pay T te tor 
* Him to Thoſe that demanded it; and at 
another taught the Jews, that the things 

_ xi. hich are properly Ceſar*s ought al- 
ways 


[ 11] 

| WW ways to be rendred to Him; So in 
; matters of Common Mutual Service be- 
tween Man and Man, He hath left to 
| his Followers the Pattern of a Lord and 
Mafter Waſhing His Diſciples Feet, and 
t hath bound them to the Imitation of fb. xii. 
it. Te call me Maſter and Lord: And ye FY 
hy well; for ſo I am. If I then, Tour 

Lord and Maſter, have Waſhed ꝓcur feet, 
Te alſo ought to waſh one another & feet. 
, For I have given you an Example, that 
ee ſbould do as I hade done to you. 
[ In like manner, His Apoſtles, far 

from encouraging any diſorderly and 


? Seditious notions or humours, have in 
i! Wl diverſe places inculcated the Doctrine 
U of dabjedtion, whereſoever there can be 
t any room for it. For they not only have 


f Wl preſcribed it to Su!j d (Commonly ſo 
it called) towards the Supreme, and even 
the Jubordinate Magiſtrate, but likewiſe 
to Servants towards their Earthly Ma- 
ſters, to Children towards their Parents, 
to Wives towards their Husbands, to 
Ohriſtians in general towards their 
-piritual Paſtors; yea, even to All Chri- 
ſflians towards Each Other. All of you, pe. 
Ye Subje (faith St. Peter) One to ano- 
| B 2 ther, 
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ther, and be elothed with Humility, For 
GOD reſifteth the Prond, and giveth 
grace to the Humble. The Former part of 
which words evidemly ſhews us, that 
a Temper of Subjection and Lowly-mind.- 
edneſs is, Unzwrr{ally, rhe true Dif. 
poſition 'of a Chriſtian; as the Later 
part ſtrongly inforces the Former, with 
GOD's own Sanction to the foregoing 
Precept. All of you be Subject one to 
another, and be clothed with Humility: 
For God reſiſteth the Prond, and giveth 
Grace to the Humble. 

Now, to apply all this to the Purpoſe 
for which it is brought; it would doubt: 
leſs conduce to aQuiet and Orderly Be- 
haviour of Subje&s towards Thoſe Go- 
vernours and Magiſtrates, under whom, 
Not their own choice, but the Divine 
Providence hath placed them; if they 
would ſeriouſly Conſider, that it 15 
GOD that diſpoſe, them in this man- 
ner; that it is their Creator's Pleaſure 
ro {et them thus in a State of Sali di- 
on, not only to Himſelf, but to (ſuch 
alſo of their Fellow-Creatures, as He 
bath thought fir to Advance to 2 
ſuperior Rank, and fnveſt with Au- 

chority 


E 25 ] 
thorify and Power. This Eafy and Gb- 
vious Reflection, Confiderately made, 
manifeſtly tends to Allay in ns the 
Heat of Carnal Pride, to ſuppreſs the 
Riſings and Tumors of Ambition, to 
Choke the Seeds of Diſcontent ; and 


to Diſpoſe us to Render to All Men ha 


whatever the Commandment or Inſti- 
tution of GO D hath made Their 
Due: and particularly, Honour fo whont 
Honour i Due, and Fear to whom Fear; 
without any Envying of Their ſupe- 
ror Condition, or Repining at the 
Inequahry of Our Own. 

But Secondly ; The Duty of Subjects 
to Sovereign Princes is commonly known 
and diſcourſed of, by the Name of 
Obedience, Which is a Duty, not ſo 
peculiarly payable to Princes, but that 
it alſo reaches wherever there is Any 
SjeGion of what kind ſocver, (as in 
the Inſtances a little before mention- 
ed) but is more Eſpecially owing to 
Princes, inaſmuch as Their Authority 
Over Other Men, and the Subjection 
of Others to Them, is the moſt con- 
liderable of All 


The 


[14] 


The Queſtion then is, What is 


That Obedience which 60 D requires 
and obliges Subjects to pay to the 
Supreme Magiltrate. af 

And Here, Men are apt too much 
to favour Themſelves ; that is to 
ſay, their Corrupt Carnal Nature, 
their Particular Tempers and Humouts, 
and the Prejudices of their own Minds, 
From whence ariſe Errors and Exceſſes 
on both hands: Some too much De- 
preſſing That Authority, which 600 
hath given to Magiſtrates for the 
well-governing of Mankind; and Others 
again Advancing it to a Heighr, which 
is inconſiſtent with the End for which 
it was intended. 

Without diverting into any unne- 
ceſſary ſpeculations, I conceive it will 
be a Plain, Sure, and Unexceptionable 
Anſwer to the Matter propoſed, if we 
Briefly Aﬀirm; That the Obe ſience, 
which GOD requires of Chriſtian Sub- 
Jes towards their Supreme Magiſtrate, 
is the very ſame with That, which ihe 


Eſtabliſhed Laws of Each particular 


Nation do enjoyn. So that Whatever 
it be, that will render any Perſon a 


Faithful 


{15 ] 
Faithful and True Subj-&, will in 
This Reſpect allo, if Nothing elſe hin- 
ders, render him a Good Chriſtian. 

It hath not ſcemed good to the 
Wiſdom of GOD, in any Part of the 
Holy Scripture, to deſcribe the Par- 
ticular Duliet, which go to make up 
the Obedience due to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, throughout the ſeveral Nations 
of the World: any more than He 
hath thought fic to appoint to Every 
Nation (or to Any, ſince the determi- 
nation of the Jewiſh Polit) it's pecu- 
liar Form of Civil Government. But as 
Government in general is His Ordinance, 
and the Inſtitution of it frequently 
claimed by him; ſo Obedience in gene- 
ral is what He hath expteſsly command- 
tobe Every where paid by SubjeF&s to 
the Governing Powers, Wherefore, As to 
the particular Parts of this Obedience, 
ſince GO D hath no where defined them, 
we are neceſſarily to look into the Con- 
ſtitntion and Laws of Each Nation; and, 
Unleſs there be any thing in thoſe Laws 
that contradicts any of his Divine Com- 
mandments, we are to take Them for 
the Rule of our Practice, as much as if 

GOD 


[ 16 
GOD himſelf had in Expreſs Terms * 
delivered them to us. 


It rhis be True Account of Thi ff Þ 
Matter, it ſeems allo to be a Plain and 


Eajy Method, to dire the Conicience 
of every Private Subject, even of the 
Loweſt Capacity : there being No one 
ſo much a Stranger to the Conſtitution 
of the Kingdom or Nation he belorgs 
to, as not to Know, in What Hands the 
Sovereign Authority is lodged, and what 
ind of Demeanour towards it is requir: 
ed of him, For This, in effect, is on. 
ly to know, VVhat ſort of Behavion 
will ſecure to him the Enjoyment of e- 
very thing he values in This VVorld, 
His Life, Liberty, Eſtate, and the like; 
and what will endanger and hurt them: 
which in All Nations, generally, tlic 
Meaneft of the People are as well aware 
of, as the Greateſt. 

The Actual Difference and Diſagree- 
ment, which is found amongſt Men on 
This account, moſt commonly lies in 
their Iuclinat ions and Prafices, and Not 
in their Knowledge and Vacderſtadug 
He that Tranſgreſſes his Duty in any 


conſiderable Point, does it not From the 
cak- 


x 
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=... XL. 
"  VVeakneſs of his Judgment, but ſrom 
dhe Malice of his Heart. Alſo, among 
bi: chem chat tranſgreſs it Not, there is 2 
nd great Difference, with reſpect to the 
ce Reaſon and Principle, on which their 
the WY Obedience proceeds. The Worldly-mind- 
one e Man confiders chiefly the Security of 
101 WF his Perſon and Property, and Other 
188 


Tewporal Conſequences 3. and ſo, either 
the through'Fear —— or thc ough 
hat Hope of Reward, keeps himſelf within 
un. the Bounds of his Legal Duty; in the 
on. mean time pay ing little Honour or Re- 
dur gerd to the Perſon, or to the Office, f 
| & Fn Prince. But the True Chriſtian adds am. xii 
rid, Conſcience to his Outward Obedience: 
ke; WY conſiders the Ordinance of G OD, Ad- | 
= ores that Divine VViſdom which hath | 
tle 


appointed: Magiſtracy for the VVelfare 
var Wl of Mankind, and Reverences Thoſe, with 
whom GOD hath been pleaſed to in- 
ce Wl truſt His-own Authority. 
n o, What Subjed, in any Nation, Znows 
men, that to Form Secret Conſpiracies, or 
o wage Publick, War, againſt the Ac- 
mowledged: Sovereign Authority, is a 
ame of the Higheſt Nature againſt 
u the Ne Laws of hi. Country? (For what 
Veil. 2 Nation 
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Nation is there, in which Such PraQi- 

ces are not forbidden and inquired into 

with the utmoſt Severity?) Perſons of 

All Ranks, de Equally Underſtand this: 

and No one that fails in His Duty, ever 
Pretends that he was Ignorant of it, But 

the Sincere Chriſtian joyns the Command. 

ment of Almighty GOD to the Lav 

of the Land : Yea, he fears to Rebel, 

or to Conſpire, Not ſo much out of Re- 
Tel. a. ig. gard to Man, as for the LOR D's ſake, 
Not ſo much to avoid Temporal Paniſh- 

ment from an Earthly Tribunal, as That 

am. 13-2 Judgment and Condemnation of G 0D, 
which They, that Refi the Higher Pow. 

ers, ſhall receive to themſelves Hereafter, 
Again; What Subject wants to be 
Informed, That to Revile and Calumni- 

ate His Prince, is an Offence Always 
Puniſhed, and Fuſtly puniſhable, by 

the Civil Magiſtrate ? But Here like- 

wiſe the Good Chriſtian carries his At- 
tention further than ro the Vengeance 

of the Secular Arm; hearkening to the 
48.23-5-Divine Prohibition, Thou ſbalr not ſpeik 
Exed. 12. Exil of the Ruler of Thy People; and to 
Jute8.1:.the Vo denounced againſt Such, as De 
ſpiſe Dominion, ond ſpeak, Evil of Dig" 


ties 


4 | 
tier and upon Theſe Principles, and Not 
only for Temporal Reaſons, Ordering 
His own Practice. | 
Again; What Subject Knows not, 
That to pay Tribute or Cuſtom, when 
Regularly Impoſed, is ſuch a Branch of 
the Duty he owes to his Sovereign, as 
that in caſe he refuſes to do it, he may 
be Legally and Fuftly compelled to a rigo- 
rous performance ? Here likewiſe, As 
He is the Good Subject, who diſcharges 
this part of his Obedience willingly 
and chearfully; ſo He is the True 
Chriſtian, who conſiders the Precept of 
an Apoſtle of CHRIST, inforcing the 
commands of the Legiſlature. Render 


to All Men their Due. As Honour to Rum 13, . 


whom Honour, and Fear to whom 
Fear is Due; So likewiſe Tribute to 
whom Tribute is due, and Cuſtom to 

whom Cuſtom. | 
Further; What Subject in Any well- 
ordered State 1s, or pretends to be Ig- 
norant, That, if he hath received Any 
wrong from Another, it is not permitted 
him to endeavour to Right himſelf by 
his own Private Force, but that he muſt 
C2 * 1. ave 


ate, and to 
ſuch Methods as the Law and Cuſtom 
of his Country hath provided for his 
Redreſs. Or, if his Paſſion and Self. 
Intereſt have ſupgeſted to him, that the 
Supreme Magiſtrate Humſeif is the Wrog- 
doer ; Or if his Juft Rights have been 
Really invaded by the Power which 

mould protect him; yet Mh Fri. 

vate perſon can imagine tt to be Allow- 
23 Able for him, immediately to Blow the 
| Trumpet of Sedition, and call forth Ifrad 

to their Tents, and conſtitute Himſelf 

the Judge of his own Wrongs, and 
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have recourſe to the Magiftr 


Avenge them upon his Prince? If buch 


Practice were Any where Lawful, the 
publick Tranquillity would be very Pre- 
carious, and of ſhort Continuance. In 
Theſe Caſes therefore, As a Good Sub- 
ject will ſeck his Relief Only in a Legal 
way, and acquieſce in what is to be 80 
obtained; and a 'Pradent Perſon will 
Balance the Conſequences of a Quiet, 
with Thoſe of a Turbulent Behaviour, 
and determine his Actions accordingly; 
So a'Sincere Chriftian will chiefly regard 
the Precepts and Example of CHRIST, 
and will rather chuſe to _— - 

* Alle 
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Cauſe to G OD, and to Bear erer 

of any kind patjncl, than endeavour 
to requite them b 1 2 manifeſt Breach 
of his Known Duty. 

Laſtly; > What Private perſon Knows 
| nt, That an orderly Compliance with 
' A {LL the Laws of the State, whatever 
they are, whether immediately rejating 
to the Sovereign Hunſelf or Not, is the 
Duty of — Subje8, as ſuch > And 
that in what caſe ſoe ver Any one Tranf- 
prelies, he is Juſtly Accountable for it ? 
This is an Obligation, that ariſes from 
the very Nature of 4 Political Communi- 
ty, and con ſequently lies upon Every 
Member of it; to wit, Firſt to Reye- 
rence, and Then to Obey the Publick 
Lars, as far as His Particular e J 
will enable and require him. And T bis 
then is to be eſteemed a Part, or rather 
i comprehends the Whole of | the Obedli- 
ence he owes to the Powers that: are over 
ine ſince Thoſe Powers do Ordinarily 
govern their Proceedings by the 2 
ſped, Laws of each Nation; and re» 
quire No other Obedience 4 from their Sub- 
kts, but what is Therein, ſome way or 

ther, determined, and made . 


to them. 


1 
To This General Submiſſion and Obe 
dlience to All the Laws of the State to 
- which he belongs, doth the Golpel of 
Chrif alſo bind the Conſcience of 2 
Chriſtian; except (as was before hint- 
ed) there ſhould be any Inconſiſtency 
between Them and the Precepts of 
CHRIST ; as in Pagan or Mabometan 
Countries there may Eaſily be; but 
ſcarcely in a Chriſtian Nation; unleſs 
where the Chriſtianitiy, which is Profeſ. 
ſed and Eftabliſhed by the State, is itſelf 
Degenerated from it's Native Purity; 
which indeed is too much the Caſe of 
Thoſe Parts of Chriſtendom, where the 
Romiſb Errors have prevailed. VVhere- 
ever This happens, The Rule of the 
Goſpel is Known, Stedfaſt, and Inflex- 
As v.29jble; We ought to Obey GOD rathe 
than Men. But where there is Nothing 
of This, but on the contrary the Laws 
of the State do regularly provide for 
the Welfare of it's Members, without 
violating any Doctrine or Practice of 

True Religion ; There, an Humble and 
Peaceable Conformity to Such Laws, i 

the Duty of Every Chriſtian Subjecb as 

well as Others; and to which he w—_ 

Ga — lige 
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liged by Thoſe Precepts of SubjeCion. - 
and Obedience to Principalities and Pow 
ers, Which the Scripture in diverſe places 


ſets before him, 


II. And Thus I have endeavoured, 
in a Plain manner, ſuitable ro All Ca- 
pacities, to give you the Meaning of the 
Precept contained in the Text. I ſhall 
Conclude with Exhorting you to a Con- 
ſcientious Performance of the Duty en- 
joyned. 

Had Thoſe Perſons, whoſe Unparal- 
lel'd Wickedneſs gave occaſion to our 
preſent Solemnity, conſider d themſelves 
either as Chriftians, or as Subjects; had 
they regarded, either the Commandments 
of GOD in the Goſpel, or the Known 
Conftitution of their Country; They would 
not, by Shedding the Bloud of their So- 
vereign, have brought that Stain of Guilt 
on Themſelves and the Nation, which 
Nothing in the mere Power of Man will 
ever be able to waſh away. | 

For Not to mention again the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, which, as we have ſeen, 
do abſolutely Forbid, ard ſeverely 


Menace, All ſuch Evil Practices; What 
Law 


Sat. 12 
D Car. IL 


"14 IA. 2 p 
Lam or Cu 
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p or Cuſtom of This Tingtlom, Whit 
approved Precedent from Aticient Ties 
could they produce, to warritit arid 
juſtify their Horrid Tredfbtis, Uſurpa- 
tions, and Villanics, againſt the Au- 
thority, Governdnent, and Perfon of 
the K ING? Certainly, All Regular 


voy; > avg 4s they provide for 
the 
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and conditions, fo alſo for the Juſt 


Rights of Sovereign Princes and Rulers; 


for the Safety and Dignity of their Per- 


ſons, "and the Free and Honourable Ex- 


erciſe of their High Authority And 


1 ever be practiſed, or 
A 


ttempted- againſt them, by any Fri. 
vate Subjects, without Offence and De- 
triment to the whole State itſelf. This 
is what Our own Legiſlature in parti- 


cular hath Solemnly Declared, with 


reſpe& to the Treaſon and Murder of 
This Day, and to All the Proceedings 
of Thoſe Impious Traytors, tending 


thereunto - and Thereby, together with 


the Pcrpetuaring This dur Atmual Hu- 


mlliation, harh indeed Done All that 
lay in it's power, if not to A tone for 


FF }_% & r oft Fc. 1. 
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the Guilt, yet to deliver the Nation 

from the Infamy of Thoſe Crimes. 

Let Us therefore Learn, Not only, 

from the mention of That Deteſtable- 

Wickedneſs, to beware of ever Copy- 

ing after ſo Foul an Example; but from. 

the Conſiderations which have been laid 

before us, and Chiefly from the Plain 

Precepts of the Goſpel, to Do our own 

Duty, humbly and quietly, in that 

Station which GOD hath allo: ted us: 

Remembring, that it is by His Appoint- 

ment we are Subject to Prineipalities and 

Powers; and that the Obedience we owe 

Them, is a Part of our Duty to Al- 

nighty GOD Himſelf. Let us there- 

fore endeavour to Perform it, As to the ER 

LORD - Let us Honour and Obey the © 

KING whom © He hath ſet over us, 

lncerely, and for Conſcience ſake : that xwm.13.5. 

Not only Man, who looketh on the out- San. 16. 

ward appearance, but G O D, who ſearch- * 

ab the Heart, may. know our Integrity. 7% 31-6. 

The Fruit whereof will be, not only 

Outward Peace, Liberty, Safety, and 

other Temporal Advantages; but Peace 

of Mind, the Approbation of GOD, 

the Comfort of His Holy Spirit, Here ; 
D and 


and Glo . ni 
d Glory, Honour, _ 

— ; ' through Cbriſt our 
Lord. To whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be All Praiſe and Thank 
giving, Dominion and Majeſty , for Þ 


ever and ever, AMEN. 
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